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DATE 5 PLACE: -January 17, 1980, DCM's Residence 


SUBJECTS : US-Argentine Relations in the Light of the 

Soviet Aggression in Afghanistan and US 
request for Trade Restrictions Against 
the USSR 


In a three-hour conversation Cerdd made the following points : 

--He expressed annoyance over the US penchant for 

dictating to the Argentines and automatically expect- 
ing the Argentines to toe the line. 

--He asserted that if only President Carter had telephoned 
President Videla hefoTehand to enlist. GOA support on 
~ grain~restrictions the result would have been different . 

--However, there should be no doubt about the basic 
anti-Soviet and anti-Marxist posture of the GOA. 




-He asserted that the j?AS human rights report was of 
much greater concern to the gOa than the UN Human 
'‘Rights l.biumiss ion session. ~ 


■The UNHRC is manageable because it is a political 
bo3y. GOA already has Soviet hloc support and 
support Irom the NAM countries. The basic problem 
is the US and Western European countries. 


D ~ O 
O g- 


•He expressed disappointment with the US member of 
the IAHRC, Tom Farer. He, Cerda, had gone out of 
his way to cultivate Farer and thought that Farer 
had understood the Argentine predicament. However 
the IAHRC report is unacceptable to the GOA, the 
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-He asserted that Argentina's most important human 
rights question was resolving the status of PEN 
prisoners being held without trial or charges. 

There is an irreducible number of 600-700 hard-cor e 
t errorist incorri vib les against whom there are not 
•BUTl'lc ient charges which would stand up in a court 
or taw wltnout endangering clandestine informants 
who hdVb infiltrated the terrorist organizations. 

TTe illlfllied there are perhaps 200 or 300 PEN detainees 
who will be released from PEN. He invited "realistic" 
US suggestions for dealing with the problem of the 
incorr igibles . 

-He stated that the GOA was interested in high-level 
talks with the US, but it wished to discuss all 
the major issues in dispute between the two countries -- 
not merely human rights. This included nuclear 
cooperation and some economic issues. 

■He reiterated that what the GOA wanted to know was 
how the US viewed the GOA. 

v jhe US should support the GQ A’s 
d emocratizati on- 

He observed that the Grain Board's Export Registry 
had not yet been reopened, but did not amplify. 
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